TE TŪHONO
Mānawatia a Matariki

WELCOME FROM MR. STIRLING
Kia ora e te whānau
We're almost at the end of another epic term at DBS and what a term it has been with so many
highlights. We hope that this newsletter gives you a flavour of what has been happening at your kura
over the last few weeks. Well done to all our tamariki who have contributed to this edition. As you
can see we've been having a great time!
The biggest highlight of all for us has been seeing excellent attendance levels week after week. We
average over 85% attendance each week which is sensational. A big thank you to all our whānau for
getting children ready and off to school especially during these challenging few weeks when the
winter weather has arrived. We absolutely love vibrant, buzzing classes and seeing our tamariki
engaging with their learning is just the best.
It has been tino pai to be able to hold events again! Weekly assemblies, our Samoan language week
celebration, and our kura teina open afternoon have been some real highlights for us where we have
loved connecting and celebrating with you. Our end of term Matariki Disco will be another fantastic,
colourful, community event for us all to celebrate another great term at Don Buck.

Matariki is a time to look back and reflect on all the amazing things we have achieved...join us as we look
back over the past few weeks!

Week 9 Term 2 2022

WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING?
KURA TEINA'S TRIP TO THE ZOO!
It feels like a very long time since we have been able to get out on school trips, but Kura Teina were trailblazing on their trip to the
Auckland Zoo in Week 7. Although the weather didn't look great it didn't stop our amazing tamariki from having a great time and
special experience. From a ride on a double decker bus, seeing a baby Orangutang cradled by it's mother and even a kiwi in broad
daylight! Such an exciting and experience. We can't wait for there to be many more in the future!

Great mahi tahi everyone,
Sandy

TEACHER ONLY DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED
As we continue to build towards creating a school that is a positive and encouraging
environment for all our tamariki, we will be having a Teacher Only Day.
On Friday 8th July School will be closed. We will be working closely with the Ministry of
Education as a whole staff to continue developing our school values learning program.

COMMUNITY NOTICES...
SKIDS SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMME
What are your plans for the School Holidays? sKids is OPEN
for the July Winter School Holidays! Spaces are limited, so
book today.
Visit, www.skids.co.nz/book and search for your School

Looking at the property market and needing someone to guide you on
your journey? Contact local realtor Lance Beddoes
Email - lance@harveyshomes.co.nz
Phone - +64 21 0907 2089

CONTACT US
School Email:
School Phone:
Website:
Facebook:

office@donbuck.school.nz
(09) 833 6005
www.donbuck.school.nz
@DBSPrimary

KEEP UPDATED WITH US ONLINE
To see weekly updates or daily changes that may impact our whole school,
please keep an eye on our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/DBSPrimary or Website www.donbuck.school.nz.
We would also like your most recent email address so please let us know
of any updated emails by emailing office@donbuck.school.nz

KEY DATES

Matariki Disco
Week 10
Wednesday 6th July
6:00pm - 7:30pm

Teacher Only Day
Week 10
Friday 8th July

Last Day of
School
Thursday July 7th

Term 3 Starts
Monday 23rd July
Can't wait to see
everyone back!

Cook Island Language Week
Week 2
31st July - 6th August

CELEBRATING SAMOAN LANGUAGE WEEK

WEEKS 5 - 8 ACROSS THE KURA!
DON BUCK OPEN AFTERNOON
On Thursday afternoon, Don Buck school was open on the 9th of June. This was for a special occasion in which 50 plus parents came
to take a look at our new learning spaces and to see their children's progress in learning. It was amazing to have whānau join in the
learning as well. We can't wait to have more open days in the future and have all our whānau back working with us. We will see you
for our upcoming Matariki Open Day on Wednesday 6th July.

In Week 5 we came together as a school aiga to celebrate Samoan Language Week. This was a time where we could celebrate the
Samoan culture. It was great to see classes creating Siapo, learning Pese Samoa and taking part in Sasa. We felt very lucky to have
our amazing fanau teach us and share with us about their culture, which means so much to them. Thank you to all the families that
supported their children during this special time and special mention to our amazing dancers, thank you for sharing your culture
with us all!

YEAR 5 - 6 RIPPA RUGBY TOURNAMENT

USING SEESAW ONLINE @ DON BUCK SCHOOL
We are so proud to share this news with our school whanau!
We are finally going live on our Seesaw Online Learning
Journal. This is a place where you can connect directly to your
child's class to see all the amazing learning they're doing. It will
also be a place to connect with your child's teacher as well.
Check your email or your child will be sent home with all the
details to connect from home. If you have any questions please
feel free to contact the school.

YR 7-8 TECH
During tech, we have different
topics to learn or get better at.
Every Friday, We go to Bruce
McLaren Intermediate in a bus for
tech. The trips to tech and back
with a bus should take 40 Minutes.
Sometimes tech takes too long and
could last for 1 hour or longer.

On Thursday the 9th of June a group of year 5 & 6 students went to Moire
Park Massey RFC to compete against other local schools in the Northwest
Rippa Rugby tournament. The team played with excellent determination
and skill. They represented Don Buck School with pride and passion and
they had a lot of fun. The team did extremely well as many had never played
rippa rugby before and had only picked up the skills this term after some
coaching from Logan Steed. The School’s Tu Manawa Sports Activator.
Mr Shepherd was very proud of the way they played. They never gave up, all
played their best and had a positive attitude.
The team is really looking forward to their second competition day early in
Term 3.

CO THEATRE PHYSICAL PERFORMANCE
In Week 7 our year 5 - 8 tamariki were treated to an absolutely outstanding drama performance from the Co Theatre Physical
Performance company. It was a hilarious, creative and energetic show focused around time travel and doing what we can to keep our
bodies healthy. Who knows, maybe this could be the show that sparks an interest in drama and we could have our next famous NZ
movie actor here at Don Buck...

