TE YourTŪHONO
kura, your newsletter.

WELCOME FROM MR. STIRLING
Kia ora e te whānau
Welcome to Term 2! We are so pleased to be back and learning together. It is fantastic to have
our gates open again and be operating under reduced covid restrictions. Seeing so many
parents, family, and whānau each day and connecting with you all is so amazing. We are so
excited to strengthen our community connections after such a challenging time.
Our kura is developing in so many ways. We are so pleased to open our new junior area, Kura
Teina, our new flexible learning space designed and built around our children’s needs. It has
been awesome to see our children learning and having fun in these spaces. If you haven’t
already, please stop by for a look around.
It has been so encouraging to see our attendance remain strong with an average weekly
attendance of over 80%. We are so pleased to be running full, buzzing classes and connecting
with our children. I hope this latest edition of Te Tūhono gives you a flavour of life at DBS!

Te Tūhono means "To Connect" in Te Reo Maori and this newsletter is your way to connect with what is
Week 4 Term 2 2022
happening in your kura.

WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING?

OUR NEW KURA TEINA LEARNING SPACES

What a journey it has been to bring a fresh look and approach to our learning in Kura Teina. But we are finally here and we are so
excited to share with you the brand new and improved Ruma Tahi, Ruma Rua, Ruma Toru and Ruma Whā. These spaces continue the
flow of colour that is growing throughout our school, help us with living our value of whanaungatanga and working together with
others. We can't wait for you to step foot into these spaces and experience the amazing mahi happening.

Great mahi tahi everyone!
Sandy Stirling

KAHUI AKO DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED
Don Buck School is a member of Te Kahui Ako o Tiriwa, a collection of schools in our
Tiriwa area who work together to get the best for the tamariki in our community.
On the 3rd June School will be closed for the Kahui Ako to meet together.
If you have any questions please don't hesitate to contact the school.

COMMUNITY NOTICES...
SKIDS TERM 2
Term 2 Out of School Care is now available to
book.
Visit www.skids.co.nz/book to BOOK TODAY!

RENAMING OUR SPACES
As our school continues it's journey and with the introduction of the new Kura Teina learning spaces it is only natural that our
Spaces be renumbered and renamed. We are excited to share this with you and look forward to seeing these grow in the future.

Looking at the property market and needing someone to guide you on
your journey? Contact local realtor Lance Beddoes
Email - lance@harveyshomes.co.nz
Phone - +64 21 0907 2089

CONTACT US
School Email:
School Phone:
Website:
Facebook:

office@donbuck.school.nz
(09) 833 6005
www.donbuck.school.nz
@DBSPrimary

KEEP UPDATED WITH US ONLINE
To see weekly updates or daily changes that may impact our whole school,
please keep an eye on our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/DBSPrimary or Website www.donbuck.school.nz.
We would also like your most recent email address so please let us know
of any updated emails by emailing office@donbuck.school.nz

Kura Teina
Space 5 is now Ruma Tahi - New Entrant - Mrs. Carr-Neil
Space 4 is now Ruma Rua - Year 1 - Miss Bates
Space 3 is now Ruma Toru - Year 2 - 3 - Mrs. Sequeira
Space 2 is now Ruma Whā - Year 3 - 4 - Mrs. Hayes
Space 8 is now Ruma Rima Year 3 - 4 - Mrs. Begum

KEY DATES

Samoan Language
Week
Week 5
May 30th - June 3rd

Kura Tuakana
Space 7 is now Ruma Ono - Year 5 - 6 - Mrs. Pivac
Space 6 is now Ruma Whitu - Year 5 - 6 - Mrs. Riggs
Space 10 is now Ruma Waru - Year 7 - 8 - Mr. Shepherd
Space 11 is now Ruma Iwa - Year 7 - 8 - Miss. Govind
Space 12 is now Ruma Tekau - Year 7 - 8 - Mr. Hohaia / Mr. Keegan

Year 8 Massey
High School
Orientation
May 26th

School Closed
Kahui Ako Day
June 3rd

Celebration Assemblies
Every Friday
9:15am
Everyone is welcome!

WEEKS 1 - 4 ACROSS THE KURA!

PROJECT TE TŪHONO

To help our school grow, to build our sense of community and
ownership across school, our Te Tūhono Newsletter is now
driven by our amazing tamariki. We have started with a group
of writers, reporters and designers who have put this week's
newsletter together. A huge thank you to Christine, Kali and
Dilesh for all their epic effort! We are looking for more
interested tamariki too, so if you're keen let Mr. Hohaia know!

INTRODUCING MISS G
I am Miss G and I will be the new teacher for space 11 until the end of the year! I am so excited to
start my teaching journey at an incredible school like Don Buck!
I am passionate about creating lessons and classes for you all that you will love and get excited
about. I also love Pilates (a form of exercise) and have a small home studio where I take classes. I
can't wait to bring out the passion you have too!
I have worked in Finance before for a few years where I learnt so much, but I wanted to work more
in the community. That’s when I knew Teaching is the job for me.
I am looking forward to seeing you around school - come say Hi to me when you see me.

WELCOME OUR WAKA NAVIGATORS
In Week 2 we were proud to announce our first group of Waka Navigators for
our school Waka groups. It is great to see the tamariki take a risk, put themselves
through the application process and take their first step into leadership for Don
Buck School.

PAINTING PROJECT YEAR 7 - 8
On Wednesday week 1 of term 2 we started a painting project.
We started planning where the paint was going to go and
started our journey to make our school colourful. We also
have a painting project on the Brayshaw building that is still a
work in progress.
Our Property Manager Jas and Mr. Shepherd, showed us
what to do and what not to do. The students learned how to
work together and to cooperate to get it looking spectacular.

GREEN WAKA NAVIGATORS
My name is Christine and I am one of the Green Waka Navigators. As one of the leaders
one of my responsibilities is to support my Waka Whānau and help out all the ages in our
school. It doesn't matter what Waka you're in I will be here to support.
Hi my name is Sherece and I'm a Waka Navigator for the Green Whānau. I'm here to help
out and support my green whānau as I support the others of the school as well.
Christine

RED WAKA NAVIGATORS

We can't wait for you all to come and see the popping colour
of our kura!

My name is Qwensah and I am proud to be one of the Waka Navigators for the Red
Whānau. I can't wait to support and encourage my Waka Whānau to be the best!
Hi my name is Cheyenne one of the Waka Navigators for the Red Waka Whānau. I'm really
excited for this opportunity because I really love helping others.

GINA CRAMPTON VISIT - SILVER FERNS CAPTAIN
Gina Crampton, the Captain of the Silver Ferns came to our school, to coach our year 7-8 netball team.
She taught the team some training they've never tried before along with training they're used to. She taught them an interesting
game called Squabble. Squabble is a game combined with Rugby and Netball where you can't move with the ball, but have to get to
the other side. Gina Crampton's visit was exciting for our players having never seen a Silver Ferns player in person. When Gina
Crampton trained them she introduced training that would be beneficial to the upcoming games we have. The types of training
included having balance with one foot situations and learning how we can make quick moves. She taught them to never lower the
ball while you have it so to be able to throw quickly and help the team out a lot more effectively. Thanks for your support Gina!

Sherece

Qwensah

Cheyenne

BLUE WAKA NAVIGATORS
Kia ora, Talofa lava, Fakaalofa lahi atu ki a mutolu oti! My name is Sofia, My
whakapapa is Niue/Samoa. I am 11 years old and I love reading and playing Roblox in
my spare time. As one of your Blue Waka Navigators, I want to create an environment
where students at our school feel comfortable and safe. An environment where they
can approach our leadership team, if they need support, if they need advice or if they
just want to have a friendly korero/chat.
Hi my name is Polly and I am one of the Blue Waka Navigators. Learning, drawing and
singing are my favourite things to do. I am grateful for being chosen and can't wait to
communicate and help out around our school.

Sofia

Polly

YELLOW WAKA NAVIGATOR
Hi I'm Arika, I'm the Waka Navigator for the Yellow Waka Whānau. Organising and baking are
two of my favourite hobbies. My responsibility as a Waka Navigator is to assist the small children
around the school and motivate my team to be the best. I'm so happy to lead the way for my
Waka!
Arika

OUR COMMUNITY GARDEN
We are so excited to share that our community garden
is up and running again, thanks to Steff and her mahi. If
you would love to be involved please make contact. This
is a great place to bring our community together!

