TE YourTŪHONO
kura, your newsletter.

Te Tūhono means "To Connect" in Te Reo Maori and this newsletter is your way to connect with what is
Week 11 Term 1 2022
happening in your kura.

MESSAGE FROM MR. STIRLING
Kia ora e te whānau
We made it through! What a term this has been for our kura. On behalf of all the DBS team a big
thank you to all our children, parents and extended whānau for working closely with us through
this term. Together we managed to keep everyone safe over the Omicron surge at the same
time as keeping our kura open keeping teaching and learning happening for our tamariki.
Our amazing children have shown great resilience and flexibility with all the structural changes
we have had to make. They have come to school with a great attitude and we have had a lot of
laughs along the way. It was so awesome to reconnect with so many of our parents at parent
/teacher conferences in Week 10 and we are so excited for the plans we have for the rest of the
year.
For now it is definitely time for a holiday! Please take care of yourselves and enjoy a well
deserved rest. You have all earned it!

WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING?
COME ABOARD OUR WAKA

In week 7 we were proud to announce our new Waka Whānau! These
Waka will be the heart and soul of our kura where we can put our school
values into action, connect with other tamariki across year levels, compete
in fun competitions and aim to celebrate our individual success as part of a
team. We can't wait to share more about this and give you our weekly
Waka winner updates!

Great mahi tahi, Sandy

OUR DON BUCK TOKENS

COME ALONG TO OUR ASSEMBLIES

To help us build an encouraging and positive environment for all of our
tamariki, we have created our Don Buck Token system. This special token
system is focused on acknowledging the awesome actions we are seeing
around our school. From taking the time to help others, developing class
work we are really proud of, to just doing something kind for someone else.
If you're seen doing great, a token is coming your way! We gave our 1356
tokens in our first week and we can't wait to hand out more! Let's go Don
Buck whānau!

Every Friday we aim to finish our week with energy and positivity by holding our
Celebration Assemblies. Now we can have whānau back on site at our school we
would love to invite everyone to come along and join in on the celebration.
It is a time for us to celebrate the amazing work and effort of our tamariki, take part in
Waka whānau challenges, raise our voices and fill our school with energy to finish the
week. When: Every Friday at 9:15am. We can't wait to see you there!

COMMUNITY NOTICES...

TERM 1 WHĀNAU MEET AND GREET
It was fantastic to welcome so many of you back into our school last Thursday. We have missed you! Our sincere thanks to all the
families who made the time to come and reconnect with the staff and in some cases meet with teachers for the first time. It was
awesome to see our kura buzzing with kids and parents again. Mr Keegan’s sausages were pretty popular too! Thank you again for
making the time to catch up. Teachers will be in touch next week with those families who requested video or phone call contact. It’s
great that we can now look forward and plan more fun community events and get togethers in the near future. Nau mai hoki mai ki
to kura!!

CALLING ALL RUGBY KIDS!

Waitemata Rugby Club is back up and running for another season of
junior rugby! We’ve got spaces across all grades from U6 Rippa through
to U13 Restricted and Open tackle grades. There is something for
everyone! Jump online now to register and show any interest in
becoming
a
coach
or
referee
for
the
season:
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/143964

TAKING ON TAPU AE!
Looking at the property market and needing
someone to guide you on your journey?
Contact local realtor Lance Beddoes
Email - lance@harveyshomes.co.nz
Phone - +64 21 0907 2089

CONTACT US
School Email:
School Phone:
Website:
Facebook:

office@donbuck.school.nz
(09) 833 6005
www.donbuck.school.nz
@DBSPrimary

KEEP UPDATED WITH US ONLINE
To see weekly updates or daily changes that may impact our whole school,
please keep an eye on our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/DBSPrimary or Website www.donbuck.school.nz.
We would also like your most recent email address so please let us know
of any updated emails by emailing office@donbuck.school.nz

The first half of term saw all of our students getting stuck into a range
of team building games designed to strengthen relationships between
classmates and develop their teamwork and cooperation skills. In the
second half of term our Year 3-8 students had the opportunity to
learn and play the traditional Māori game tapu ae. While our Year 0-4
students learnt about the Māori creation legend through playing
games based around the different atua and their responsibilities.

KEY DATES

School Holidays
April 15th - 1st May

Term 2 Starts
Monday 2nd May

Celebration Assemblies
Every Friday
9:15am
Everyone is welcome!

OUR TERM 1 AT D.B.S
SPACE 5 - YEAR 0-1
We were very excited to start school this term. In Space 5 we have made
lots of new friends.
These are some of the things we like to do at school. First thing in the
morning we sing our good morning song. This puts us in a happy mood.
We have been doing lots of fun learning. In Space 5 we have been
learning our letters and sounds. We have also been learning how to write
our names. In Space 5 we have been playing some fun counting games.
We like to play with the equipment in the classroom and come up with
some creative games. This helps us to share and care for each other. We
like playing on the playground. At the moment we are building a
shipwreck and there are going to be lots of sea creatures living in it. We
came up with this idea because Mrs Carr-Neil read us a story called “One
Day on our Blue Planet … in the Ocean”. We have lots of fun in Space 5.

SPACE 4 - YEAR 1-2

Space 4 has had many highlights over the first term of school. We have enjoyed
learning through our new Better Start Literacy Programme, going on nature
walks to discover more about the outside world, painting and drawing in the art
area of the class, and designing and constructing different buildings, zoos and
forts in the class. Our favourite part of the term was when we learned about
volcanoes and what happens when a volcano erupts. We enjoyed making our
very own volcano out of plasticine and making it erupt through a fun science
experiment. It was excellent to see so much learning taking place during this
playful experience. What an eruption!

SPACE 3 - YEAR 2-3
Space 3 is having an exciting time in Term 1.We went on a
Nature Treasure Walk collecting different types of
treasures found in nature along the way. We saw colourful
flowers, beautiful butterflies and a variety of bugs. We
learnt about the “Life Cycle of a Butterfly”. We wrote our
stories about the Four Stages of how a butterfly is born
and we learnt that a female butterfly lays about 300 to
400 eggs over a period of 3 to 5 weeks.
In Learning Through Play, Space 3 designed a “Food
Court” with the resources from our classroom, building
their own restaurants, cafes and shops. From this we are
learning about money, to buy and sell our own goods. We
are earning a lot of money and are learning to be clever in
this business and at the same time we are learning to be
kind and polite with each other.

SPACE 14 - YEAR 3-4
Space 14 has had a magical term thanks to our love of
reading. We discovered the fantastic series of Andy Griffiths
and Terry Denton. So far we have read the 13 and 26 storey
treehouse chapter books and have recently started the 39
Storey treehouse. These books have encouraged us to
explore a range of different areas of play. From huts and
cardboard creations to a walk in the school bush. “We found
bouncy grass, birds nests, spiky plants and ladybugs.”

SPACE 6 YEAR 5-6
Here at Don Buck school, we are starting to use the Seesaw app.
It helps us a lot, and there are so many things to explore! You
can video, record voices, take photos, share ideas and it's a good
way of learning more! It is so much fun and really interesting!
Special thanks to Whāea Tracey, for teaching us at the start!
From Space 6 Whānau.

SPACE 7 - YEAR 5-6
What’s Up in Space 7!
Space 7 has a new bakery, designed and made by some of our
students. It is called the Diamond Bakery and is full of yummy
treats! Also some Space 7 students are practising an amazing
dance but they are not sure if they will perform it - they really
hope so! We have also been designing great Koru patterns
based on Raewyn Harris’ work. We have also learned a lot
about the layers of the sea, sea creatures and keeping our
oceans clean from our Seaweek work. One little fact we can
share is that sharks like to eat squid, bony fish and dolphins.
That’s a bit of what we have been getting up to in Space 7.
Larmina / Penny

SPACE 10 - YEAR 7-8

For us in Space Ten we have had many highlights this term. Getting
tokens for our whānau groups, drumming sessions with Mr Keegan,
sports with Logan, kapa haka with Whaea Les, the sausage sizzle and ice
block day. But most of all a big highlight for all of us was getting to see
our friends after such a long time and being able to finally mix with the
children from other classes at break times.
It has been a fun term and we are all looking forward to an even more
eventful Term 2.

SPACE 8 - YEAR 2-3

SPACE 12 - YEAR 7-8

In Space 1 we have been doing lots of exciting stuff. Children are thoroughly
enjoying their Learning through Play. They created a Superette at the corner of
our classroom and practiced buying and selling stuff as they have been learning
how to count money, get change, convert paper money into coins. Children are
making musical instruments using the class resources. They present their musical
shows to the class. It is even more exciting when they are using Seesaw-which we
are learning and practicing in our class, to record their performances. We do lots
of outdoor activities like making tents/huts in a shady place, read books and have
lunch in our hut. It was an absolute joy when we had a chance to have a Bush Walk
at the back of our school. Space 1 had lots of fun climbing the trees, jumping in the
bouncy grass, finding bugs and bird’s nest. They have been writing great stories
about their favorite part of the walk. What great time we are having!

Do you know what’s been happening in sp 12?
In my perspective Whaea Les’ Kapa Haka lessons are great and special, she
teaches us Waiata and stories, like myths or historical facts or sometimes
even about herself, she is very open and I appreciate her very much.
Recently during P.E with Logan, he has been teaching us a game called
Tapu Ae, the game is about working together and communicating with
your team to seize the win. The object of the game is to knock down the
other team's balls that are balancing on cones. Logan has also been
reminding us that if we work together our team will a better chance to
win, tips like this are what really helps our team and our learning through
sport.
Christine / Sofia

